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Commissioners Corner
Welcome to the Commissioner's Corner.
I take great inspiration from the life and words of Lord Baden Powell the founder of the Boy Scout movement. As often as possible I want to
invite the Founder into our corner. One of the methods of Scouting is the "outdoor program."
Here are some of the Founder's thoughts:
"Camping is the great point in Scouting which appeals to the boy, and the opportunity to teach him self-reliance and resourcefulness, besides
giving him health."
"In camp life we learn to do without so many things which, while we are in houses, we think are necessary, and find that we can do for
ourselves many things where we used to think ourselves helpless." BP
What do you think BP would have to say about today's modern technology?
Jeff Whittaker
Council Commissioner

From the Desk of Keith Ashby, Scout Executive
Scouting Friends and Volunteers,  
Since the BSA's National Annual Meeting in
May, where the volunteer voting members of
the National Council approved a resolution to
remove the restriction denying membership to
youth on the basis of sexual orientation alone,
some have taken this action to mean the BSA
has made a fundamental shift in values.
Nothing could be further from the truth.
Scouting maintains the core values found in the Scout Oath and Scout Law. In short, the forthcoming change in policy simply allows more
youth to benefit from Scouting.
Since the BSA's National Annual Meeting in May, where the volunteer voting members of the National Council approved a resolution to remove
the restriction denying membership to youth on the basis of sexual orientation alone, some have taken this action to mean the BSA has made
a fundamental shift in values. Nothing could be further from the truth. Scouting maintains the core values found in the Scout Oath and Scout
Law. In short, the forthcoming change in policy simply allows more youth to benefit from Scouting.
The adult membership policy, which remains unchanged, states: "While the BSA does not proactively inquire about the sexual orientation of
employees, volunteers, or members, we do not grant membership to individuals who are open or avowed homosexuals or who engage in
behavior that would become a distraction to the mission of the BSA."
The youth membership policy, which becomes effective Jan. 1, 2014, states: "Membership in any program of the Boy Scouts of America
requires the youth member to (a) subscribe to and abide by the values expressed in the Scout Oath and Scout Law, (b) subscribe to and abide
by the precepts of the Declaration of Religious Principle (duty to God), and (c) demonstrate behavior that exemplifies the highest level of good
conduct and respect for others and is consistent at all times with the values expressed in the Scout Oath and Scout Law. No youth may be
denied membership in the Boy Scouts of America on the basis of sexual orientation or preference alone."
While it can certainly be frustrating to hear naysayers misrepresent and criticize our great movement, it's important to stay focused on the
positive and not engage in debates of any kind when you hear supporters and detractors discuss Scouting. In conversations with Scouting
audiences, verbally share that they should keep in mind that very little about Scouting has changed, including:  
·       The mission of the Boy Scouts of America remains the same, "to prepare young people to make ethical and moral choices over their
lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law."
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·         As it always has, the BSA handbook defines morally straight as, "Scouts should be clean in speech and actions and faithful in religious
beliefs," and a clean Scout as "someone who keeps his body and mind fit, chooses friends who also live by high standards, and helps keep his
home and community clean."
·      Any sexual conduct, whether homosexual or heterosexual, by youth of Scouting age is contrary to the virtues of Scouting. And, members
must demonstrate behavior that exemplifies the highest level of good conduct and respect for others and is consistent at all times with the
values expressed in the Scout Oath and Scout Law.
While some desire to use this opportunity to divide Scouts and Scouters for their own gain, the only change in BSA policy is that a youth
member simply stating he or she is attracted to the same sex, but not engaging in sexual activity, does not make him or her ineligible for
membership. Also, please keep in mind that BSA does not require any person to change their personal religious beliefs or convictions, and
only asks its volunteer leaders to treat members the way they would want to be treated, and that is with respect, kindness, and dignity. This is
true even when the subject matter may be difficult and sensitive.
The BSA is the same great youth organization it has always been, working with a variety of faith based and community organizations to serve
youth and families.
Ultimately, we believe that focusing on this single issue, on which some may not agree, rather than on the many benefits on which we do agree
is detrimental to serving the youth of this nation. Therefore, the BSA is focused on its mission and helping to accomplish great things for
America's youth. That said, we encourage you to use this memo to address any questions about the BSA or its policies.     
For over 103 years Scouting has provided outdoor adventures and character development opportunities for America's youth. Today, Scouting
is proud of its legacy of youth development and the unique opportunities it provides young people and their families. While people have
different opinions about one of the BSA's policies, they all agree that kids are better off when they are in Scouting.
Thank you for all you do for Scouting and for the youth in your community.
Official Boy Scouts of America Membership Resolution
Keith Ashby
Scout Executive

From the Trading Post
Greetings from the staff at the Scout Trading Post,
We are very excited to welcome the time of year when all scouts return back to school, popcorn sales kick off, and new recruitment begins.
The Trading Post has lots of new stock items ranging from Cub Scout backpacks, hats, and pajama pants to name a few. We welcome all
Scouts and families to stop by and check out our merchandise.
On another note, we would like to extend a farewell to Markie Schumacher, Trading Post Manger. She has done an excellent job serving the
Trading Post for the last 22 years. She is an amazing lady and will be greatly missed. We wish her a long, happy retirement and extend a
huge thank you to her for all her service to the Nevada Area Council, Scouts, and their families.

Jessica Mahaffey
Trading Post Manager

From the Field
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The Boy Scout Athlete:
There aren't very many dull moments in a typical day of Life Scout Tommy G. Tommy is a sophomore at Carson High School. A lifelong
athlete, he plays catcher on the high school baseball team and is currently playing defensive end and tight end on the junior varsity football
team. On top of that, he just finished a 6 month stint as Troop 341's Senior Patrol Leader. Although sports are a big tradition of the family,
Tommy really enjoys the time spent as a Boy Scout. "I've done some cool things and seen some really great places" Tommy said as he
recalled his favorite trips. Last summer with his Troop, he spent a week backpacking into the Grand Canyon and month later was canoeing
around Catalina Island, exploring remote coves and hiking its three highest peaks. This year he spent 11 days backpacking at Philmont, one of
BSA's High Adventure Bases located in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of New Mexico. His favorite moments at Philmont were watching the
sunrise on top of the Tooth of Time and horseback riding at one of the staffed campsites. As one of the senior Scouts of the troop, Tommy has
been an excellent mentor to the younger scouts, spending time helping them on their trail to First Class, "I remember older Scouts helping me
earn Tenderfoot and 2nd Class, I just want to return the favor". When asked what the most difficult part about balancing Scouts and sports was,
he quickly replied "Finding time to do homework". A 3.8 GPA shows that he's been up to the challenge.   Tommy's next endeavor is combining
his two favorite activities: He's planning on improving the local Babe Ruth batting cages as part of his Eagle Scout project.

Tommy G. (middle) with Scouts from Troop 341

Ken Iwamura
Scoutmaster, Troop 341
Unit Commissioner, Pinenut District

NEWS AND DATES
  
Popcorn Sale:

The Popcorn Sale is looking to be the biggest ever as we already have more units that are selling as well as boys that have sold over $1,000 in
two weeks! Thank you to all our volunteers who helped us on Friday and Saturday at Puliz for our Popcorn Distribution!
Camp Fleischmann:
We had a very successful summer with lots of happy campers. In all camp welcomed 773 Boy Scouts, 215 Leaders, and 236 participants for
Cub Scout Family Camp. A big thanks to all of the camp staff, particularly Karl Marsh the Program Director and Dennis Lally the Camp
Commissioner. These gentlemen set the tone for a great staff and a great summer.
We are already busy planning next summer so get your reservation turned in soon. We will have a new program next summer for high
adventure, this program will include backpacking, biking and motorboating using the natural resources of the surrounding areas of camp like
Lassen National Park, Lake Almanor and the Bizz Johnson Trail. Look for program release in the October Scouter Newsletter and on
Scouter.org.
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Want to be part of the best camp staff in the Western Region next summer? The 2014 Staff Application is here! Interviews start in December so
turn it in soon. Return to Eric Maass, Camp Director.
2013 Guide to Advancement:
The new National 2013 Guide to Advancement has been released. It's written for the entire Scouting Advancement Program. From Tiger Cubs,
to Eagle Scout, to Venturing recognitions. It answers many of the tough questions; for example "What is considered active participation?"
You can find the 2013 Guide to Advancement here
Wolf Pack Scout Day:
Don't miss your opportunity to attend the Wolf Pack Scout Day on November 30th at noon. The Wolf Pack will be playing Brigham Young
University (BYU) and Scouts will earn a Wolf Pack Fan Patch. Special Scout Ticket Prices are: Adults $24 and Youth $22. A Scout tailgate area
opens at 8:00am just off 17th Street behind the post office. This will be a great event, a great opportunity for the scouts and families to get
discount tickets to a football game and to get a very unique experience across the board. Please see the flier for more information.
Climbing Instructor Training for Adults:                          
If you are going to take your Troop, Team or Crew climbing and/or rappelling, you need two adults, one at least 21+, who have climbing
instructor training or its equivalent. We will be offering this course on the weekend of September 20, 21, and 22. We will meet on Friday
evening at the VFW Hall in Sparks from 6:30pm to 9:00pm. On Saturday, Sept. 21st , we will meet on Donnor Pass from 9:00am to 5:00pm. The
Sunday session will be from 9:00am to 3:30pm. Also, on Donnor Pass instructor candidates are invited to bring Scouts from their Troop, Team
or Crew, on Sunday. The fee for adults is $20.00 and the fee for Scouts is $5.00.
If you are interested, please contact Jim Pruss at jimpruss@sbcglobal.net or by calling 775-224-2865.
Calling All Silver Arrow Degree Recipients:
Be proud that you belong to an elite number that have earned this prestigious award recognizing scout leaders that have made a
commitment to learning scouting skills that ensure quality program for our youth. Started over 10 years ago this recognition program that uses
district, council, regional and national training opportunities is being reinvigorated by your Nevada Area Training Council. We are looking for all
graduates of the program to add to our alumni list going forward. Although it is the individual scouter's responsibility to keep progress records,
once the degree has been earned and awarded we will now keep those records at council level. We are currently reviewing all courses,
criteria and credits and you will soon see a revamped Silver Arrow Degree Training Program going forward. So to all who wear the Graduate
Neckerchief Award with any degree level, we want to hear from you. Either call or send your name, award level (Associate, Bachelors,
Masters, or Doctorate) and current scouter position to the council office (775-787-1111 x18 or mailto:christopher.harvey@scouting.org) . An
alumni list will be published as part of the program going forward.   Thank you to all who have taken the time to earn this honor.
Log Your Unit's Service Hours:
Has your unit volunteered time within the community? Record service hours and support your JTE score. Link Here to begin now.
Internet Advancement:
There is a new PowerPoint presentation on internet advancement with notes, and a FAQ sheet that is available by clicking here.
This PowerPoint presentation guides the viewer through methods to make effective use of the Internet Advancement software.
MyScouting Tools:
MyScouting Tools has two main levels of access: My Dashboard and Roster Manager. Unit leaders and adult volunteers can use the My
Dashboard tool to update profile and contact information. The Unit Key 3 and District Key 3 will have access to the Roster Manager tool which
allows them to view and export their roster information and update contact information for anyone on their roster.
Help us Contact You Directly:
Do you have a new email address? Have you moved? Have you changed your phone number? The new MyScouting Tools website now allows
you to update all these fields for your BSA record on your own. Just go to http://myscouting.org and log in (or create) your account (make sure
your First Name, Last Name and BSA Member Number are in your MyScouting Profile and that they match the information on your current
BSA registration). Click "go to the new MyScouting Tools" and you are there.
For questions about your BSA Member ID number or how to access your new MyScouting info, just ask your local Scouting Professional.
Eagle Scout Workbook and Application:
These new revised materials will help you or your Scout understand, plan, and complete all the steps necessary to join the ranks of our Eagle
Scouts. Click Here for more information.

DISTRICT NEWS
     
SIERRA DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE
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All district Scouters, please remember that Roundtables resume on Tuesday, September 3, 7-8:30pm. The location is Huffaker Elementary,
980 Wheatland Road, Reno. Also, District Committee members, the District Committee Meeting is Thursday, September 5, 6pm-7pm, a
Huffaker Elementary. Both of these meetings will run throughout the year on the first Tuesday and first Thursday respectively.
For additional dates and information on district events please refer to the district calendar on scouter.org @ http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?
e=001K_m4LXBq_yNXBetvrkARdxtnYMGNFKPODbH0T4nLMSSTMuQLrFdULogCTTD2XDxePuLbOJnuGWEq7BNNUH2yPe_aF5zTdjjS_LMhBBvMfm8fhF1JOpMwILSJwmlop-hnqTBdVwgLF6esRr29_ZUE7OQXxzMJoW6 or the district Facebook page @
https://www.facebook.com/sierradistrict.
Let's all gear up and have a great Scouting fall.
Chris Harvey
District Executive
NORTHSTAR DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE

To get information up coming events and training sessions, see the Northstar District Webpage at: http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?
t=9tcmg4nab.0.kkt7ofoab.b9sl66dab.3575&ts=S0961&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scouter.org%2Fdistricts%2Fnorthstar.
Jeff Felsted
District Director

PINENUT DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE

    
District Announcements:
The Pinenut District 2013 and 2014 calendars are posted online at http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?
t=9tcmg4nab.0.rjuj5enab.b9sl66dab.3575&ts=S0961&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scouter.org%2Fdistricts%2Fpinenut, so please be sure to
include upcoming events in your unit calendar. Some minor changes in the 2013 calendar have been updated to include a unit commissioner
meeting which did effect roundtable and district committee meetings.
The Pinenut District is always looking for new talented leaders to step up and get involved at the district level. There are many opportunities to
serve in the areas of activities, advancement, camping, finance, health & safety, membership, public affairs, training, and unit service. If you are
interested please contact your District Executive James Thorne at James.Thorne@scouting.org or by phone at (702) 277-7538.
Journey to Excellence:
A reminder to all units to continue tracking your "Journey to Excellence" progress each month. This is something that should be shared at your
committee meetings each month to verify that your unit is doing well and on track. Please click here to view and print your score card.
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District Events and Activities:
Thank you to all the Packs and Troops who participated in the Fall Round Up Training on August 20th. For leaders who did not get a chance to
make it please see the 2013 Fall Round Up Guide to help you with a successful fall membership campaign. A big thanks goes out to our
District Membership Chairman Sarah Ewalt and her committee for putting on this excellent training.
Popcorn:
What a great adventure! We had the help that we so desperately needed and because of you all, things went GREAT!
Friday I was not on time myself because I didn't get into Reno until about 11am and many of you beat me there. THANKS. After we got
everything sorted and stacked we just waited until the units came and picked up. I finally left a bit after 3pm - three hours before I was
supposed to leave - thanks James! I went home and got in out of the smoke!
Saturday was unbelievable! We had 28 people there helping us. The truck was unloaded and stacked and the orders were counted and
positioned all before 9am. Absolutely incredible. Next year, I'm going to make a pancake breakfast for everyone!
There just aren't words enough to thank everyone who pitched in. It makes all our jobs so much easier.

Scouts and leaders from around the Pinenut District who helped with Popcorn distribution at the Carson Field Office

Barbara Ford
Pinenut District Popcorn Kernel

Date
Sept. 4th
Sept. 5th

Sept. 12th
Sept. 14th

Oct. 2nd
Oct. 3rd

Oct. 10th
Oct. 11th12th
Oct. 11th12th
Oct. 19th
Nov. 9th

The Pinenut District upcoming events:
Start
Time
Unit Commissioners Meeting Carson Field Office
6:30pm
District Committee Meeting E. Fork Fire Station 12 6:30pm
3620 N. Sunridge Dr.
Carson City, NV
Roundtable
TBA
6:30pm
Cub Scout Leader Specifics Western Nevada
8:00am
Scoutmaster/Asst. Specifics College
Troop Committee Challenge
Unit Commissioners
Carson Field Office
6:30pm
Meeting
District Committee Meeting E. Fork Fire Station 12 6:30pm
3620 N. Sunridge Dr.
Carson City, NV
Roundtable
TBA
6:30pm

Event

Location

Fall Camporall

Centerville Flat, CA

5:00pm

IOLS/OWL Training

Centerville Flat, CA

5:00pm

BALOO Training
Scouting For Food

TBA
TBA

TBA
TBA
Pinenut District Event Fliers:
SMS/CLS Training
Fall Camporall
OA Camporall Announcement
Please don't forget to join us on Facebook!

  

James Thorne
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District Executive
(Photos taken by Tosha Thorne)

PONY EXPRESS DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE

A big thank you to Don and Amy Hawkins for putting together a spectacular day camp on August 17th. We had 106 Cub Scouts from all over
including Coleville, CA and Round Mountain, NV descend on the Churchill County Fairgrounds for a great day of CSI (Cub Scout Investigators).
Special thanks to the Churchill County Sheriff's office for providing their guest speaker, the K-9 unit!
Roundtable resumes this month on September 5th at Churchill County High School in Karl Marsh's classroom in the Science Bldg at 7pm.
Remember: District Committee is now the 2nd Thursday and alternates with Roundtable, so we will be in Fernley at the LDS Building on
Thursday, September 12th at 7pm.
Eric Maass  
Senior District Executive

LASSEN DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE

(Content Coming Soon...)
Greg Scott
Paraprofessional

LEARNING FOR LIFE INFORMATION-CLICK HERE

(Content Coming Soon...)
Sarah Dermer
LFL Exploring Executive

SCOUTREACH DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE

file:///C|/Users/BSutilla/Desktop/email%20(2).htm[9/5/2013 3:10:56 PM]

We had an exciting end to our Summer Program with our Traveling Camp at the Neil Rd Boys and Girls Club. We had over 70 boys participate
with a total of 260 boys participate in our 3 Camps this Summer!
We look forward to a very busy and successful Fall Program!
Steve Pomerantz
Scoutreach Director

OVERLAND DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE
Our next Roundtable will be Tuesday, September 10th and the next District Committee Meeting will be on Tuesday, September 3rd.
We also have an upcoming event the Webeloree; and, many training sessions for Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Varsity Scout and Venturing Leaders.
Please see the district website for more details.
More information for all upcoming district events and training opportunities can be found on the District's website.
Brian Sutilla
District Director

BRISTLECONE DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE
Our next Roundtable will be Thursday, September 5th and the next District Committee Meeting will also take place on Thursday, September
5th.
More information for all upcoming district events and training opportunities can be found on the District's website.
Brian Sutilla
District Director
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HUMBOLDT DISTRICT INFORMATION-CLICK HERE
A big thank you to Kathleen DeSilva for putting on a great day camp in Water Canyon south of Winnemucca. We had 30 scouts attend from as
far away as Lovelock. A special thank you to HGH (Humboldt General Hospital) for bringing their paramedic unit to the site!
Roundtable and District Committee returns this month! We'll be at the Winnemucca LDS Building on September 19th at 6pm for District Meeting
and 7pm for Roundtable. See you there!
Eric Maass
Senior District Executive

Links To Scouting Information
(Click Picture)

Nevada Area Council            Boy Scouts of America Website
Website

Journey to Excellence Website

Cub Scout Resources Website

Boy Scout Resources Website

Learning For Life/Exploring
Learning For Life Website

NEVADA AREA COUNCIL STAFF
(775) 787-1111
             
Keith Ashby x12                                
Scout Executive/C.E.O.                   
Keith.Ashby@scouting.org              
Brian Sutilla 775-738-8860
District Director
Bristlecone & Overland
Brian.Sutilla@scouting.org
Eric Maass (775) 770-0343
Senior District Executive
Pony Express & Humboldt
Eric.Maass@scouting.org
Steve Pomerantz x24
Senior District Executive

file:///C|/Users/BSutilla/Desktop/email%20(2).htm[9/5/2013 3:10:56 PM]

Scoutreach
mailto:spomeran@bsamail.org
  
Chris Harvey x18
District Executive
Sierra District
Christopher.Harvey@scouting.org
James Thorne (702) 277-7538
District Executive
  
Pinenut District
  
James.Thorne@scouting.org     
Sarah Dermer x16
District Executive
LFL and Exploring
mailto:sarah.dermer@scouting.org        
Greg Scott (530) 258-3212
Paraprofessional
Lassen District
Gregory.Scott@scouting.org
Cilia Suhayda
775-787-1111 x10                                                    
Administrative Assistant
Cilia.Suhayda@scouting.org
Jessica Mahaffey
775-787-1111 x14
Trading Post Manager
mailto:jessica.mahaffey@scouting.org
Dolores Ruff                                                           
775-787-1111 x13                                                   
Registrar
Dolores.Ruff@scouting.org
Corina Bishop
775-787-1111 x11
Accounting Specialist
Corina.Bishop@scouting.org
Linda Brant
775-787-1111 x22
Office Assistant
linda.brant@scouting.org  
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